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Federal Grant Facts

Over 1,300 programs administrated by 54 federal agencies are
available to states, municipal governments, and organizations.

Funds are awarded through a statutory formula or a competitive
process.

Formula grants are usually awarded to states or cities on a
noncompetitive basis. Formula grants are usually based on an
area’s population, poverty, and housing statistics.

Competitive grant proposals are evaluated to determine which
applicants have the potential to meet and exceed the program
requirements specified in the grant announcement.



Federal Grant Facts

Federal grants are made available throughout the year.

Typically, grant application deadlines are set about one month
from the date of the grant’s announcement.

Word of funding approval is announced three to nine months
following a proposal’s submission.

Subgrants are allocated to municipalities and organizations by
states having been awarded federal funds. Grant seekers should
apply to the appropriate state agency to receive funding. Most
“block” or “formula” grants are distributed in this manner.

Some federal grant programs allow organizations to apply for
subgrants directly, provided the organization’s home state does not
apply for the grant itself.



Finding Federal Grants

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance www.cfda.gov

i, BT M AP The Catalog (CFDA) is published

The Events of September 11th

R s twice a year by the General Services
T — Administration. CFDA describes the
1,400 federal grants and non-financial
aid programs executed by the federal

Find Assistance Programs
All Programs Listed Find assistance programs through a variety of search mechanisms

b
o t's departments and
uuuuuu CFDA June 2002 Print Edition. govern men S e a men S an
Historical Index The online Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance gives you access to ag e n CI eS "

CFDA helps users identify programs meeting their specific funding
needs. CFDA intends to improve coordination and communication
between the federal government and state and local grant applicants.



Finding Federal Grants

Federal Funding Reports

http://www.house.qgov/ffr/welcome.html

Federal Funding Reports

About the Federal Funding Beports

Tssues available online: The online Federal Funding Report
« Volume 13, Mumber 01 (Tanuary 06, 2003 through January 10, 2003) IS a Weekly Compilation of items
o Wolune 13, Mumber 01 in WOERED format ik i i
» Volune 12, Nurber 33 (December 23, 2002 through December 31, 2002) pubhshed in the Federal Reg|ster
e Volume 12, Mumber 33 in WOERD format . .
« Volume 12, Number 32 (December 09, 2002 through December 20, 2002) which affect Federal Domestic
o Yolume 12, Mumber 32 i WORD format
e Volume 12, Number 31 (December 02, 2002 through December 06, 2002) Assistance Programs_

o YWolume 12, Mumber 31 m WOERD format

o YVolume 12, Mumber 30 (Movember 12, 2002 throush November 22, 2002%
o Wolume 12 Mumber 30 in WOED format

o Volume 12, Mumber 29 (October 25, 2002 throush Mewvember 08, 20023

e Wolune 12, Mumber 292 in WORD format

o YWolume 12, Mumber 28 (October 15, 2002 through October 25, 20023

o Wolume 12, Mumber 28 in WORD format
2 Valime 17 Wirher 77 (Samtamber 201 2007 thraneh Cetaber 11 2007

The summary consists of three sections: (1) Federal Register Summary, (2)
Early Warning Grants Report, and (3) Disaster Loan Applications.


http://www.house.gov/ffr/welcome.html
http://www.house.gov/ffr/welcome.html

Finding Federal Grants

TGCI: The Grantsmanship Center www.tgci.com

www.tgci.com
TGCI's Federal Register Grant Information ]
The Center provides
©Today's Summaties y
© Archives ©DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE- Rural Housing eaCh d ay S fed e ral g ra nt

Service; Notice of Timeframe for the Section 514 Farm Labor 2
Housing Loans and Section 516 Farm Labor Housing Grants a n n O U n Ceme ntS O n I | n e .
for Off-Farm Housing for Fiscal Year 2003, Correction.

ODEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIOM- Institute of Education

Sciences; Motice inviting applications for grants to support
education research for fiscal years 2003, Correction.

The Federal Register Archives section includes grant
announcements going back one year and notices
updating the latest Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance.



Finding Federal Grants

U.S. State and Local Gateway www.statelocal.gov

FIRSTGOVgov i
The U.S. Government's Official Web Portal
FirstGov Home  Ahout Us  Help  Site Map
Search Federal/State i
@ Federsl ¢ State  Both

[Search o State -] vernent ST February 6, 2003 and Iocal gove rn ments

State and Local Employees

The Gateway gives state

Gateway Gateway

Advanced Search

A Federal, state and local governments work closely to strengthen the delivery of services to American citizens. eaS acceSS to federal
= Ag a state orlocal government employes, this is your resource for information, and services thatwill help you y
B inyaur job.
L] L[] L]
o News and Networking Grants and Financial Management g Ove rn l I le nt I nfo rl I latl O n
Contact Government Best practices, directaries, government Azgistance programs, contracting, grants, "
L associations, state and local news... taxes...
]
. Online Services Disasters and Emergencies
L] Mare Find per diem rates, buy supplies and equipment, Disaster preparedness, operations, reliefand
Refere update personnel records. .. recovery, types of disasters...
]
L Statistics at the State and Local Levels Tech _' gy, Sci and_ I ’
[ Economic indicators, government spending, Electronic government, IT policy, science,
L] population data. . technology...
LN bt i3 s Puhlir Safety and | aw

The site includes federal partnership links for states, city
management, counties, legislatures, governors, cities, and mayors.



Finding Federal Grants

Congresswoman McCarthy’s Web site
www.house.gov/carolynmccarthy

Grants Resources
Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy... The G ra nts Resou rceS

epresenting New York's Fourth Congressional Distric o
RS e area of my Web site
provides links to every

federal department’s

E-mail Welcome to the Grants Resources Web page for residents of New York's .

Caroln 4% Congressional District. My office can help with all phases of On | I ne g rantS page and

grantseeking including finding funding sources, reviewing grant

applications, and tracking submitted requests. If you have any questions 1 1 1 !
about federal, state, or private grants, please call Robert Recklaus in my Info rm atlon On fl nd I ng
Washington, D.C. office at (202)225-5516 or send him an e-mail at

ST Lc;tl);%[ecklaus@maiI.house.aov. I hope you find these online resources State and private g ra ntS i

Updates

Horme About Caralyn Constituent Services Legislation On the lssues

KIDS Only Press Carmer Fhoto Alburm Grants Resources

Faderal Grant Recniirres




How my office can help

Research specific grant opportunities for your organization.

Provide naotification of grant announcements and requests for
proposals suiting your organization’s funding needs.

Review grant proposal, provide proposal writing tips, and help
develop strategies for pursuing federal, state, corporate, and
private foundation grants.

Track submitted grant proposals and requests.
Write endorsement and introductory letters.

Put grant seekers in touch with contacts from federal departments
and agencies, state agencies, and private grant making
organizations.



Tips for Preparing a Grant Proposal

Follow Directions! The most common reason a proposal is rejected is
failure to follow the grant guidelines provided by the grant making agency
or organization.

Address all project elements mentioned in the grant announcement and
program guidelines.

Explain the goals and objectives of your request in specific terms.
Use clear, concise language. Avoid rhetoric and jargon. Include details
such as how you will recruit staff, select work sites, reach those needing
help, etc. Include a timeline and benchmarks for completing important
phases of the project. Define the measurable outcomes you seek to
achieve.

Explain why this project is needed in your community. Use examples
and statistics to demonstrate this need. Testimonials from the private
sector and those benefiting directly from the project are effective.



Tips for Preparing a Grant Proposal

« Indicate other funding sources. Grants are awarded to projects
that will continue once the grant funding expires. Strong financial
support from third parties indicates the project will be sustainable.

« Focus on the needs of those the projects serves, not the needs
of the organization facilitating the project.

Anticipate challenges. Explain how potential barrier to the
project’s success will be addressed and overcome.

Double check your budget proposal numbers. An inaccurate or
unrealistic budget proposal hurts your credibility with potential
funding sources. A budget proposal must address all of the
project’s objectives and plans.



Tips for Preparing a Grant Proposal

« Describe a process of evaluation to measure the success of the
project. Define the measurements objectives in quantitative terms.

Be consistent. Make sure terminology and objectives remain the
same throughout the proposal.

PROOFREAD, PROOFREAD, PROOFREAD! Errors in grammar
and spelling have doomed many worthy grant proposals.



Components of a Successful
Grant Proposal

Executive summary Brief summary of the proposed project in the form of
a cover letter at the beginning of the proposal. Best if written after the
proposal is developed.

Introduction Include biographies of key staff; organization goals;
philosophy; history; success stories; other funding sources; and
information establishing the organization’s credibility and legitimacy
relating to the objectives of the grant maker.

Statement of need Focus on issues the grant will address and why these
issues are important to your community. The statement should include:
the purpose of the proposal; direct beneficiaries; others indirectly affected;
current methods used to address the problem; sustainability strategies;
and a plan for solving the problem. Include data about the issues causing
the problem in your community. Examples and statistics are effective
methods for demonstrating the need for the grant.



Components of a Successful
Grant Proposal

m Evaluation The evaluation should answer the following questions: How
will you know when your project objectives will be achieved. What
methods will be used to reach these conclusions? Will you conduct the
evaluation or hire an independent evaluator?

Your method for evaluating outcomes will demonstrate your understanding
of the differences between project activities and objectives, thus giving
your project greater credibility in the eyes of proposal reviewers. The
expected outcomes of the project should be measured quantitatively. Keep
the evaluation process flexible in case it needs revision at some point
during the project.



Components of a Successful
Grant Proposal

Sustainability Detail a strategy for funding the project once the grant
expires and describe other resources necessary to ensure the success of

the project.

Budget Proposal Justify all project expenses and be consistent with the
proposal narrative. Include: salaries of project staff; workspace and
equipment; and insurance costs. Be realistic in your cost estimates.

Prepare the budget according to what you believe will be needed to
accomplish the work. Remember: budgets are your best projections of
what the work will cost at the moment you prepare the proposal.



Before Submitting
Your Proposal

Find a third party to review the proposal for clarity and errors.
Many reviewers will disregard a proposal at the sight of an error.

It is always a good idea to have personal contact with the
program specialist listed in the grant application guidelines. The
specialist is the one person who knows exactly what the agency is
looking for in regards to grant applications.

Make sure the proposal is presented professionally and in
accordance with the grant application guidelines. An
attractively presented application package will make a good first
Impression with reviewers.

Make sure forms are signed by the appropriate officials of
your organization. A missing or misplaced signature can
disqualify your proposal from consideration.



Before Submitting
Your Proposal

Allow for enough time and postage when mailing your
proposal. Keep in mind mail sent to the Washington, DC often
takes more time to deliver due to security precautions. Also, make

sure the application package is addressed to the parties specified
in the grant application guidelines.

Contact my office! Letus know when you apply for a

grant. We are always more than happy to help.



After Submitting Your Proposal

Prepare to wait three to nine months for a decision on whether
your proposal was accepted.

Should your proposal be accepted, be prepared to adhere to
regulations regarding how you can draw funds. You may be
required to establish an accounting system to meet federal
standards on submitting periodic reports on how grants are spent.

Should your proposal be rejected, learn from the experience.
Contact the program specialist to ask for specific comments on why
your proposal was not accepted. This constructive criticism will
increase your chances of receiving a grant the next time you apply.
In many cases, proposals are turned down simply due to an
abundance of qualified applicants.



Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

Occasionally, a grant request is better suited by a
private or corporate foundation. Here are a few
online resources for finding foundations:



Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

The Foundation Center www.fdncenter.org

THE €l _—
FOUNDATION % % | BUILDING NONPROFIT CAPACITY

CENTER | THROUGH VENTURE GRANTMAKING

FINDING FUNDERS LEARNING LAB  RESEARCHING PHILANTHROPY FOR GRANTMAKERS MARKETPLAC

- Foundation Grants to
potlight on Youth Individuals Online

Guickly search detailed

Youth in Philanthropy: Tell Your Story descriptions of over

Are you a young person involved in philanthropy or do 5,200 foundation

yau work with teens? Are your own children working to programs for students,
strenathien a cormmunity by volurteering, raising attists, researchers,
e maney, or donating resources? If so, Youth in and other individual grantseekers.
Philanthropy is an area afthis site designed far yaul o Only $9_-9§f0f a one month

W are helping young people share their stories subscription!

= aboutvalunteer experiences and philanthropy to

R::;:::’:z";ﬁ 1 infarm their peers and encourage youth to get involved. Direct all Upcoming Training
Ersating thiHecori— eager young storytellers to our Input Form where they can easily Programs

and Telling the Story send us their personal accounts. Proposal Writing Seminars

Warch 5 - Bastan, MA
THE FOUNDATION Pt =% = : harch 12 - Mews York, MY
DIRECTORY ONLINE Today in-Philanthropy News Digest Grantseeking on the Web

LE R e & N N PEINWA VLYY PR Y LV

The Foundation Center
provides information on all
aspects of grant seeking
including information on
hundreds of philanthropic
organizations, guidelines for
preparing grant proposals,
and links to other useful
Web sites.

The Center has an exhaustive database on foundation grant allocation
and offers a variety of training and research opportunities.



Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

Long Island Community Foundation www.licf.org

Long Island

Commynity

l t)LlnL mmn Helping Long Islanders Make A Difference

EDED N RS :
| The Foundation supports efforts

ﬁ ComrﬁISIand starting, changing, or accomplishing
Foun ation specific and concrete objectives

— addressing the needs of those
| N disadvantaged, economically or
The Long Tsland Cgmmumty Foundation is one of several undred .

Sl o e b otherwise.
1978, the Long Island Community Foundation serves as the Long

Island arm of The Mew York Communty Trast for the 3 milhon

residents of Mazsau and Suffolk Counties.

2001 Grants

Answers to frequently asked questions, detailed application guidelines,
and contact information can be found at the Foundation's Web site.


http://www.licf.org/

Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

New York Regional Association of Grant
makers: Resources for Grant seekers

Www.nyrag.org

NYRQ Cj“ Jobs Martut/Resovaces ﬁm Nm-%mﬁ(?f-:

NYRAG provides many programs and
resources for area nonprofits including

A a common grant application accepted
He: wY ka w.J rseyA C ommon Appl n Form [CAF] O
I e s YA 5 H;S*;‘% i by over 60 area grant making

eo time-co g g nt prepar. not r
h form t NYRAG I 51 ad, send the f orm to one or more f he . t-
;;;fcs::;‘::;i:azzsﬁsr:- _— organizations.

Hew Yo ka wJ rseyA a Commuon Report Form (CRF)
A p 1t fon ently accept dby about 30 funders which helps
I h g p gp
ad

-----



Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

The New York Community Trust

www.nycommunitytrust.orq

Abhout The Trust !

| Established in 1924, the
D Trust has distributed $127
: W million to charitable
organizations throughout
ESTABLISHED BY UNITED WAY AND the world with a particular

REUEEESS a : - NEW YORK COMMUNITY TRUST TO
MEET THE IMMEDIATE AND

g:g;g:;lgﬂsked EJ LONGER-TERM NEEDS OF YICTIMS, fOCUS on N ew YO rk C|ty,

THEIR FAMILIES, AND
COMMUNMNITIES AFFECTED BY

Publications TERRORIST ATTACKS OF LO n g I S | an d ! an d

SEPTEMBER 11TH

Resources © For information go to: WeStCh eSter COU nty-

Rhacvsiatament Ij The September 11th Fund

Just for Donors

The Trust offers grants in four areas: Arts, Education, and the
Humanities; Children, Youth and Families; Community Development
and Environment; and Health and People with Special Needs.


http://www.nycommunitytrust.org/

Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

Network for Good

www.networkforgood.com/npo

Network/\ for Good. Nonprofit Resources

.mm VOLUNTEERS | ADVOCACY | TECHNOLOGY | CITIZEN RESOURCES |[miRer e ;[E

I

ahout us | contact us | help

Welcome! al

th Annu:
e-PhiI.arﬂhmpy Conference

QUICK START ﬁ

Metwaork for Good is a nonprofit collabaration to help nonprofit
organizations increase capacity, reach new audiences, and
build Internet strategies.

Receive Online Donations
Register to receive donstions

online through Metswork for Good. March g-10, 2003 * Oaklnd CA

In addition to the Monprofit Resources found here, we Get started with
w Recruit Volunteers developed a WWeb site for citizens to donate, volunteer, and Network f‘"ﬁ‘"f
Provide your supporters with speak out an issues they care ahout. Your arganization can y H
volunteer opportunities through use the Metwork for Good Monprofit Resources to receive 1
Metweark for Good. these onling donations, recruit volunteers, and encourage I +

online advacacy.

Download a FREE User Manual
Get Acrobat Reader

Encourage Action
Encourage others to speak out
shout your cause.

Flease, take a look around and zend us your ideas and

camments. . 2. :

aD ++% | O 11N our nonprofit
L. . web survey group!

Fundraising Online

Use the Internet to increase your revenues by

recrivinn fiinds nnling Matunrl far Cand ic a

Download User Manual
Dovvnload guidelines on how you

The Network’s mission is to build an online community to help nonprofit
organizations receive donations, seek partnerships, recruit volunteers,
and communicate with other organizations.



Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

Gifts In Kind International

www.giftsinkind.org

s p 4 = i D Gifts In Kind International

SE TS IR The worldslading chricy — serves as a conduit for the

— = donation of products, goods,
6 Chee T i = ' and services from the private

o B (") B @ | - sector to the charitable sector.

- ' Top manufacturers and retailers

s(scomeL el e rely on Gifts In Kind

input is » in the world participates in

For registered members only.
tlick here for full story. tlick here for details.

The Walt Disney Compan

Corel Corporation™, provider of L o Gifts In Kind International’s d -
NEWS market-leading graphic and our a\:r:ala.l r el . Retail Donation Partner I nte rn atlo n al to d eS I g n a nd
Press Room business so ftware iPuBy A ’/ ey (RDP) Program by donating
Ui e: applications, such as ky h l S to hundreds of communities
o el W nedDorfort s, donotac ite track the worldwide gm its 4

manage their donation process.

In 2001 alone, Gifts In Kind International and its 350-plus global affiliates
distributed more than $675 million dollars in quality products to a network of
more than 50,000 charitable nonprofits around the world.



Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

The Chronicle of Philanthropy

www.philanthropy.com

Subscribers log in| help
How to subscribe

'E. E Site Sampler

THE CHRONICLE OF PHILANTHROPY

THE NEWSPAPER OF THE NONPROFIT WORLD

Updates

Thursday, Fehruary 6, 2003

From the Current [ssue

SECTIONS:
Frant Page
Bifts & Grants

Fund Raising

Managing Henprofit
Groups

Technology
Jobs
FEATURES:
Guide to Grants

Ideas & Resources

The Monprofit Handbaok
Facts & Figures

President seeles tax breaks to

encourage chantable gving
(24372007

Bush proposes $1-billon in new | (5

aid for chanities (1/29/2003)

Packard Foundation announces
cuts in grant malcing (1/28/2003)

United "Wavs agree to new
accountability standards
(1/23/2003)

More news...

Elsewhere Online

b
redoubling

Bracing for a Slow
i Year

| Susan M Tellem, of
| American Tortoise
.| FRescue, are
therr find-raising efforts to

deal with the sluggish economy and

government budget cuts. Fead this article

free
(Photogrph by Todd Bigslov oz

21st-Century Sell
Two companies are trying to make

forming a private foundation as easy as

opening an online checking account.

Jabs
Iore than 470
positions available

with 42 just added.
(2662003

Grants

Ilare than $336-
uillice, from the
Tatmary 253 izeue of
The Chronicle

Resources

Employer Profiles:
In-depth information
provided by
nonprofit employers

Technology Guide
Information from 44
technology
companies that serve
nonprofit
organizations.

“The Newspaper of the
Nonprofit World” posts
weekly requests for grant
proposals from both private
and corporate foundations.

The Chronicle offers information on nonprofit management, in-kind
gifts, and nonprofit news.


http://www.philanthropy.com/
http://www.philanthropy.com/

Where to Find Private
Grant Resources

Non proflt Guides www.npguides.org

f non-profit While not a place to find potential

S guides funders, Nonprofit Guides is a great
o resource to help you prepare your grant
rome grant writing tools for p ro posa I "

non-profit organizations
Drverview

Nonprofit Guides offers a comprehensive
grant writing guide, sample inquiry letters,
budgets, and grant applications.

Pre-Proposal

Full Proposal

Cover Letter
Cover Sheet
Budget
Pranneals



Tips for Applying for Private and
Corporate Grants

Learn as much as possible about the grant making organization
before applying.

Make sure your request falls within the organization’s priorities
and philosophy.

Request a copy of the foundation’s annual report and review a
listing of its recent grant awards. Make sure your request “fits”
with its giving philosophy.

Many grant making organizations require a letter of
introduction or intent before inviting formal grant requests.
Find out an organizations guidelines before preparing a formal
proposal

Never “drop-in” on a grant making organization and request a
meeting. Call to make an appointment before approaching a
grants officer.
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